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Dear Friends: 
 
In Genesis 18, we have the moving story of the patriarch Abraham interceding 
on behalf of Lot when God warns that Sodom is to be destroyed.  For the sake of 
ten righteous persons, God announces that He won’t destroy the city.  The 
scriptural passage shows us that it is the power of good that preserves society in 
any age.  Alexis de Tocqueville came to the United States in the 1830s to study 
the new democracy.  He came to the following conclusion: “America is great 
because America is good.  But if America ever ceases to be good, it will cease to 
be great.” 
 
“It has long seemed to me clear beyond any shadow of doubt that what is still called 
Western Civilization is in an advanced stage of decomposition, and that another Dark 
Age will soon be upon us, if indeed, it has not already begun.”  These words were 
spoken thirty years ago by Malcolm Muggeridge at the International Evangelism 
Conference at Lausanne, Switzerland.  Although these words are not pleasant to our 
ears, there seems to be ample evidence to support his conclusion.  No one likes to be a 
prophet of doom, but the true prophet of God seeks to unveil a course that is leading to 
destruction in order to alter it.   
 
Abraham Lincoln once said, “If destruction be our lot, we will very likely be its author and finisher.”  I’m told that if you 
drop a frog into boiling water he will leap out.  But a lab experiment has demonstrated that if a number of frogs are put 
into water and the temperature is gradually raised to the boiling point they will die without any serious effort to jump out 
of the pot.  I am beginning to feel “very warm” in our American culture. 
 
The signs of decay are all about us.  The decline of dress and manners which we have passed off as a sign of liberation 
is worth some thought.  How one dresses does reflect how one feels about himself, about other people, and about the 
human race in general.  Ask any school teacher how dress affects the conduct of a group of young people.  Reflect on 
how your own dress affects and reflects your feelings.  Certainly the decline of manners—the crude and uncouth 
treatment of persons by other persons—is obvious in nearly all business dealings and in a great many social contacts.  
Where are our manners in relationship to our spouses?  I’m told that when a fellow opens the door of a car for his wife, 
you can either assume that the car is new or the wife is new.  The “put-down” has become a fine art among Americans.  
Our humor, dominated by racial and ethnic slurs, is certainly at low ebb. 
 
The poverty of language is an appalling reflection of our morals, culture, and education.  How one talks does reveal 
something about his self-image and his attitude toward others.  Something that masquerades as liberation may only be 
an attempt to camouflage ignorance and depravity.  I heard about a fellow who was having trouble with cursing.  Every 
time he got angry he let out with a phrase that wasn’t very nice.  He went to his pastor for help, as he was trying to live a 
new life.  His pastor said that every time you get angry why not try singing a hymn?  That way you won’t express your 
anger in an inappropriate way.  The fellow said, “But I don’t know any hymns.”  So the pastor gave him a hymnal to use.  
A couple of weeks later he came back to pastor who said, “How is it going?”  “Surprisingly well,” said the fellow.  “But 
there’s just one thing.”  “What’s that?” said the pastor.   The man replied, “I’m ready for a new hymnal!” 
 
We may well be remembered as the society which sent more people to school longer to learn less than any other 
civilization in the history of the world.  We are graduating people from high school and in some cases from college with 
no value system, no sense of respect for humanity, and without the ability to utter a complete sentence, let alone write 
one.  One poor fellow felt his education was a waste.  He declared one day, “You’ve heard of the ‘rambling wreck’ from 
Georgia?  Well, I’m the ‘total loss’ from Holy Cross.” 
 
 

Rev. Richard W. Anderson 
Senior Pastor 
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Pastor’s message continued 

The state of American culture is depressing.  Our lives are still dominated by television and electronic gadgets.  And yet, 75% of our 
population has never seen a live theater production.  I am grateful that more and more artists are expressing their concern about 
pornography in the arts, not only for moral reasons, but because it reflects a tastelessness and a general absence of aesthetic 
discrimination.  And though some of our citizens are vocal in their objection to nudity and sexual exhibitionism, there is a disturbing 
silence about the glorification of violence, mindless styles of living, dehumanizing advertising and movies that are demeaning to 
women, children, and minorities. 

 

Two world wars and nearly seventy years of continual international conflict seem to have taught us little.  Not content with building 
bigger and better weapons for mass execution, we continue to make hand guns and others weapons readily available to anyone can 
produce the money to buy them.  Little has been accomplished to curb the use of drugs that kill and destroy the lives of multitudes of 
Americans and ruin their families. 
 

In America we have been guilty of the irresponsible control and exercise of power—military, political, economic, and social.  In my first 
semester at Yale Divinity School we read Harvard Professor Harvey Cox’s mid-sixties best seller, “The Secular City.”  Two primary 
motifs have emerged, Cox said, from our secularized culture—pragmatism and profanity.  Pragmatism has long been the guiding 
philosophy in American life.  Simply, it means doing what works without regard to any universal ethic or master plan.  Money and its 
acquisition have held first place in our lives.  We have been inclined to judge every national candidate for the presidency by what he 
or she promises to do to increase the gross national product and, in turn, our personal material standard of living.  We have used up 
our natural resources at an unbelievable rate; some, with no control to disperse, as seen with the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico. 
 

Thomas Merton wrote:  “Technology can elevate and improve man’s life only on one condition—that it remains subservient to his real 
interests, that it respects his true being, and that it remembers that the origin and goal of all being is in God.  But when technology 
merely takes over all being for its own purposes, merely exploits and uses up all things in the pursuit of its own ends, and makes 
everything, including man himself, subservient to its processes, then it degrades man, despoils the world, ravages life, and leads to 
ruin.”  Individually and corporately we have come to prize that which satisfies our immediate desire with little thought of what is good 
and right and true in God’s design of this good earth.  Our lives are managed rather than lived.  We are absorbed in pathological 
selfishness. 

 

This brings us to the profanity motif.  The profane literally is that which lies “outside the temple” and in our context refers to a totally 
this world view of things.  Our vision is limited to this earth.  Our daily routines indicate that we really don’t believe that there is 
anything or anyone beyond ourselves.  We may talk about a future, but we are not very willing to risk anything for it.  These two 
attitudes, pragmatism and profanity, have resulted in the predicament I’ve attempted to describe.  Our situation was summarized by 
Arnold Toynbee: “Our increasing material affluence is leaving us unsatisfied, strained, restless, and haunted by a fear of being 
released by death from a life that we do not enjoy.  Violence is mounting: wars, genocide, and eviction of people from their homes, 
private crimes of violence for economic gain or out of animosity, or even for “fun.”  There is an increase in dishonesty and in the 
decline of our standard of workmanship.  Permissiveness and sexual promiscuity are undermining family life—the indispensable 
psychological and moral setting for children.” 
 

Are we on an inevitable course of self-destruction?  I don’t think so.  I’m still an optimist!  You may have heard the story of the twin 
brothers, one was a pessimist; the other, an optimist.  The pessimist was always complaining and very negative, while the optimist 
viewed everything through rose-colored glasses.  It was Christmas, and their father decided to truly test their attitudes.  He placed 
every kind of beautiful toy imaginable under the Christmas tree for the pessimist—a new bike, a basketball, a rifle, and dozens of 
things that would make his son happy.  On the other side of the tree, he placed a pile of horse manure, as the only present for the 
optimist. 

 

Early Christmas morning the father hid behind a sofa to watch.  The pessimist entered first and saw all of the beautiful toys with his 
name on them.  He immediately began to complain, “If I take this new bike outside to ride and have a wreck, I might hurt myself and 
Daddy sure would be mad.  Oh, there is a basketball.  I know that the first time I play with it I am sure to puncture it.  Hey, there is a 
rifle, but I better not play with it because, sure as the world, I’ll break a neighbor’s window,” and he went on and on, deep in 
negativism.  Christmas morning to him was a disaster!  
 

Then, in came the optimist.  When he saw the pile of horse manure with his name on it, he enthusiastically began to run throughout 
the house, looking in all of the rooms, in the garage, and in the backyard.  When his father caught him by the arm and asked, “Son, 
what are you looking for?”  The optimist replied, “Dad, with all of the horse manure that I found under the Christmas tree, I just know 
there’s got to be a pony around here someplace!” 
 

I’m an optimist about human history, because I am a follower of Jesus Christ.  I believe that God has given us a response sufficient to 
the challenge.  Unfortunately, too many Christians are living as if God had not broken into the world in Jesus Christ.  Christ did not set 
out to tidy up the old world, but to create a new one, and we are called to participate in this new act of creation.  What we need today 
is a commitment to the model of the heavenly city, a theology of peaceful revolution.  The Church is an instrument which God will 
employ in its establishment. 
 

You and I can have a part in the restoration of civilization.  In Genesis 18 is the account of Abraham’s pleas that God spare Sodom.  
God was willing to spare that wicked city for the sake of ten righteous persons.  Ten people dedicated to the will of God could make a 
real difference in any city.  In Palm City we have our church and thousands like us to commit to God’s work in our midst, and two 
billion believers around the world.  All of us are responsible, individually, for the role we play in the destruction or the redemption of 
our society.  If we will lay aside the sin of self-centeredness that so easily besets us and if we will look at the world as the scene of 
creation rather than the isle of plunder, the world will begin to be different! 
Faithfully, 
Rev. Richard W. Anderson, Senior Pastor 



 3 

Palm City Presbyterian Church               2700 SW Martin Highway Palm City, FL 34990          (772)286-9958             www.palmcitypres.org 

��������	�
�	���

�
���������������	� �  

   
 

 
 

July 26th—30th 9:00 AM—12 noon, $30.00 per child ages 3-11 
years old.  Children will learn about our God the Great Creator.  

Children will discover how God created our world and each one of us 
with a special purpose.  Children will create various arts and crafts 

projects.  They will also enjoy Bible stories, music, games and 
snacks.  Contact Kristie Ocampo at 286-9958 x102 or email 

kristie@palmcitypres.org. 

Discovering the Holy Land 

April 25, 2011 - May 05, 2011 

For more information contact Pastor Brad email brad@palmcitypres.org or 
www.palmcitypres.org and click on Holy Land Trip 2011 

 Deacon Kristi Austhof shares a “God Winks” experienc e  

SQuire Rushnell begins Chapter Four with the words, “There comes a time – I don’t care how tough you think you 
are—when we all just need a hug.”    

I needed a hug.  I had a toddler and preschooler to care for, we’d just moved to a new town, and my dad was battling 
stage IV lung cancer.   

We’d been church-shopping in our new hometown for weeks, but hadn’t found the right one yet.   That Sunday I knew I 
just needed to be in church, so I went by myself to one that seemed nice.  There I sat, alone, in a mega-church full of 
strangers.  The music nearly brought me to tears as I faced the difficulty of my dad’s illness.  And in the midst of my 
loneliness, He winked . . . 

At the point in the service where everyone stands up to greet those around them, the man in front of me turned around, 
took my hand, looked at me and said, “Hello Kristi, I heard about your Dad.  How’s he doing?”  Wow!  I hadn’t seen 
Greg in over 15 years.  Our parents were friends and at their suggestion we’d gone on one date together during col-
lege.   He was living near his parents in the town we’d just moved to and happened to sit in the row directly in front of 
me that day.  Leave it to our loving Father to turn a bad first date into a wonderful wink of comfort and reassurance 15 
years later. 

We joined that church and attended there faithfully for two years before moving to Florida.  In all that time, I never 
bumped into Greg again. 



 4 

Palm City Presbyterian Church               2700 SW Martin Highway Palm City, FL 34990          (772)286-9958             

Do you know someone who would 
like to attend our church but needs 

a ride?  Or someone who needs 
help with home maintenance or 

minor repairs?  Or someone who is 
homebound and would appreciate a 
visit from a church member once in 

awhile?  
 

Call the Deacons Care Team 
Ministry!  We have volunteers ready 
to help.  Call Rose Lillich 419-3065, 
Louise Johnson 324-8422, or Kim 

Johnson 781-0137 

A poem by member Patty Klein and artwork by her 
sister Kathleen 

Kristie Ocampo is organizing a trip to the Women of Faith Conference in Fort Lauderdale 
October 29th-30th.  The cost is $99. per person plus hotel room.   Check out the website 
http://www.womenoffaith.com/ftlauderdale/ or see Kristie for more information.  Hurry Kristie 
needs to  register the group by August 13th.  Call Kristie in the office for more information or 
to register. 
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on behalf of the Missions Committee 

 

Ten Children Sponsored 
 

I was impressed with Katie Spears’ “Minute for Missions” last month and asked her about the impact it had on our 
congregation.  Here’s what she had to say. 

 

Katie, it’s obvious you have a heart for helping ot hers.  Where did this develop? 
When I was eleven years old I had the opportunity to travel to Africa with my parents.  We stopped to visit a tribe in 
Kenya and even at that young age, I was overwhelmed by what I saw. They were desperate for what we had with us. 
It created a lifelong desire to assist those that haven't been given the opportunities we have had here in the US.  

 

Many people think living in poverty is just about being poor. But it's about the lack of opportunity. If you were born 
into the circumstances they are, you wouldn't have the chance to be the person you are today without external 
assistance. 

 

How did you first get involved with Compassion Inte rnational? 
About 5 years ago, I sponsored my first Compassion child after talking with my sister and her husband about their 
Compassion child. I respected their opinion and knew it was a reputable organization. The letters we exchanged with 
our child were precious and we then decided to sponsor two more children. 

 

How did you become a Compassion Advocate? 
While at John and Patty Terech's small group last fall, John mentioned this quote: "Your calling is where your passion 
meets the world’s greatest need." I felt immediately called to be doing more with Compassion. Poverty is absolutely 
one of the world’s greatest needs and I felt passionately about it. I signed up to be an Advocate so that I could begin 
representing the cause at local concerts, events and our church. 

 

How did our church respond on Compassion Sunday? 
I was thrilled (although nervous) to share with you all on Compassion Sunday. I am so thankful that 10 of God's 
children were sponsored at Palm City Presbyterian and numerous others have shown interest in becoming sponsors. 
I pray that these lives are changed, that their families’ lives are changed and that God's kingdom is expanded from 
your faithfulness to His commands. 

 

What changes for these 10 children, or others that are sponsored?  
A tax-deductible contribution of just $38 a month connects each child with a loving, church-based child sponsorship 
program that provides: 

 Food and clean water  
 Medical care   
 Educational opportunities   
 Important life-skills training.   

Most important of all, your sponsored child will hear about Jesus Christ and be encouraged to develop a lifelong 
relationship with God.   

 

There are plenty of organizations that seem to do si milar work.  What’s different about Compassion 
International? 
Compassion has been involved in helping children for over 50 years.  Today, Compassion helps more than 1 million 
children in 25 countries. They work closely with local evangelical churches in the communities they serve.  
Compassion also has a reputation of integrity.  Charity Navigator, an independent charity review group, has given 
Compassion its best rating eight years in a row. That places Compassion among the top one percent of the 
thousands of nonprofit charitable organizations it reviews.  

 

What is your advice to others who are interested in  helping? 
I would welcome anyone who has questions to contact me at katiespears@kw.com or call me at 708-9246.   They 
can check out www.compassion.com to find out more about Compassion and see photos of children waiting for a 
sponsor. 

 

I hope every family at our church will prayerfully consider sponsoring a child. I know they will be eternally blessed. 
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Congratulations 

Endowment and Planned Giving  
Please remember the Birthday and Anniversary 
Fund. The Birthday & Anniversary Fund is a part 
or sub-fund of the Palm City Presbyterian Church 
Endowment Fund.  Call John in the Church office 
to find out more about the Endowment Fund and 
some ideas on how you may make gifts to the 
Fund and take advantage of important tax 
savings.   

July Happy Birthday 
 
 
1st           Corey Moore 
3rd           William Bangley, Wade Hersperger 
4th           Pat Douglas, Priscilla Prose 
5th           Betty Buro, Diana Rew 
6th           Diane Graczyk, Leeanne Hrebenar, Cathy Smith 
9th           Robert Johnson, Janice King, Bill Miller 
10th         Rose Lillich, Danielle Meira 
11th         John Bernstiel, Philip Frey 
13th         Hank Lewandowski, Patricia Thornton 
15th         Julie Ann Carriker, Margaret Humphreys 
17th         Craig Harlan 
18th         Margaret Good, Due Kressler, Ruth Maurath 
20th         Lawrence Lehmann 
21st         Esther Fenton, Diane Kobis, Wayne Roberson 
22nd        Frances Anre, Debbie Artman, Kimberly Johnson 
23rd        Dottie Kohl 
24th         Luke Bartnick, Doris Clixby, Doris O’Connor,  
 Rick Stewart 
26th         Sandy Ebling, Yvonne Finch,  Tom Lytle, Peggy Mitchell,  
  Lucia Trantham 
27th         Brett Sanderson 
28th         Eilisa Cioffi, Marion Roberson 
29th         Robert Shubert, Frank Silkman 
31st         Randy Bing, Cory Henn, Kylie Lowe, Kelly McIntyre 

August Happy Anniversary 
 
 
3rd           Sara & Gus Abitanta, Robin & Mark Henn 
5th           Lynne Ann & Dale Whilte 
7th           Jane & Robert Sonneman 
8th           Andrea & Steven Wood 
14th         Joan & Edwin Hyde 
16th         Diane & Frederick Graczyk 
17th         Mr. & Mrs. Morton Kent, Sarah & William Bangley 
19th         Dorothy & Robert Blake, Carolyn & Wade Hersperger , 
  Rose & John Lillich 
21st         Karen & Cloid Shuler 
25th         Jill & Lewe Sessions 
26th         Anne & Kenneth Stair 
28th         Sue & James Kressler 
29th         Nancy & Kenneth Klein, Mr. & Mrs. Humphreys 
30th         Lineke & Paul Andes 
 
 

July Happy Anniversary 
 
 
1st           Elaine & Steve Gable 
2nd          Betty & Harold Shehan 
6th           Carla & Eric Mooney, Pam & Kirk McLean,  
  Donna & R. Chad Boston 
7th           Kristie &  Adrian OCampo 
9th           Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Mans 
12th         Mr. & Mrs. H. Linden McLellan 
14th         Robin & Rev. Richard Anderson 
20th         Jean & Dwight Denny 
22nd        Kimberly & Robert  Johnson 
27th         Nina & William Taylor 

August Happy Birthday 
 
 
1st           Sharon Coleman 
2nd          C.J. Gleichman, Vicki Jones 
3rd           Marie Bartnick, George Eagleson 
4th           Marjorie Sheffield 
5th           Sue Scheitzow 
6th           Betty Lahti 
7th           Jean Denny, Jordan Stewart, Nancy Teachout 
8th           Ann Berg, Jill Sessions, Norma Svoboda 
9th           Marilyn Grayson, Heidi Neff, Bud Sullivan 
11th         Eric Olson 
12th         Joe Wilkins 
13th         John Moffitt 
14th         Luke Meira, Harold Shehan 
15th        Nancy Calise 
17th         Bud Graves 
18th         Dorothy Gill, Barbara Hendricks, Hailey Schoner 
19th         Nancy Harper, Marian Romine 
20th         Richard Austin, Pam McLean, Alexis Molenda,  
 Brian Molenda, Patrick Zuloaga 
21st         LaBarbara Chenault, Grant Meikle, Steven Wood 
22nd        Thomas Cox, LaVeta Hooker, Janet Sallman 
23rd        Bailey Coleman, Dawn Mealing, Taryn, Richard 
24th         Thomas DeFazio, Jacqueline Grant 
25th         Helen Earhart, Hayden Ruperto, LaMar Shell 
26th         Robert Henry 
28th         Joe Ens, Eric Mooney 
29th         Peggy Hardy, Judy Miller 
31st         Daniel Spears  
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Please call the church office for additions and del etions and to inform us of a hospital admission.  ( Do not rely 
on the hospital to notify the church.) 

Non-Profit 
Organization 

U.S. POSTAGE 
P A I D  

Stuart, FL 34990 
PERMIT NO. 142 

or current resident 

 

Our Organist Joanne Raulin is  teaching piano lessons here at the church for any young ones, or more mature ones, 
who wish to take lessons.  Please call Joanne at 287-9373 for times, availability and rates. 

Pastor Dick' Joke Column 

A man is stumbling through the woods, totally drunk, when he comes upon a preacher baptising people in the river.  He then 
proceeds to walk into the water and subsequently bumps into the preacher. 

So the preacher grabs him and dunks him in the water.  He pulls him up and asks the drunk, "Brother, have you found Jesus?"  The 
drunk replies, "No, I haven't found Jesus." 

The preacher shocked at the answer, dunks him into the water again for a little longer.  He again pulls him out of the water and asks, 
"Have you found Jesus, my brother?"  The drunk again answers, "No, I haven't found Jesus." 

By this time the preacher is at his wits end and dunks the drunk in the water again--but this time holds him down for about 30 
seconds and when he begins kicking his arms and legs the preacher pulls him up.  The preacher again asks the drunk, "For the love 
of God, have you found Jesus?"  The drunk wipes his eyes and catches his breath and says to the preacher. "Are you sure this is 
where he fell in?" 

The preacher turns around and is almost overcome by the smell of alcohol, whereupon he asks the drunk, "Are you ready to find 
Jesus?"  The drunk shouts, "Yes, I am!" 

Dates to remember for July and August 
 
All Exercise classes will continue as scheduled with the exception of July 5th (classes cancelled for this day only) 

VBS Volunteer Meeting is July 12th at 10:00 AM in Langill Hall 
VBS is scheduled for the week of July 26th 
Women’s Book Club will meet on July 22nd and August 26th 
Please contact your Committee Chair to see if your committee is meeting in July or August 
** No Pastor’s Bible Study until fall 

The Spirit will take a break for the month of Augus t look for your next edition in September 


